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NAME
sift-mail - Create Sift-Tcl configuration file fauift-tcl
SYNOPSIS
sift-mail [ sift-tcl-file ] [ -tk tk-file ]
DESCRIPTION
Sift-mailis an X-Windows appdation for creating and editirgjft-Tclfiles that are run byift-tcl to
sort, search, route and filter e-mail. When invoked with no arguments it creates a configuration file for
sift-tcl . When it starts it shows a browser with a list of “sifters”. New sifters can be created and old

ones modified. The log of sifting tadgty can be viewed, a summamgport ofsifting activity can be gen-
erated and automatic reporting options can be set.

By default the file created isift-tcl in the user’'s home wictory. A diferent file may be created or
edited by giving its name as an argumsift:mail always maintains back ups of filegdits with the
suffixes “-1”, “-2"... “-8". They are rotated automaticallygver more than 8 are kept, and number 8 is
the oldest one.

In general the useleed not be concerned with thetual Sift-Tcl code that gemated. It will be executed

appropriately by theift-tcl program as each newessage arrives. (See #igtcl man page for
details on howsift-tcl should be installed for this to happen). For those interestedstteettions
describe the details of thisfile.

SIFTER TYPES

Each “sifter’ that is created has a type and performs some sifting task. Each sifter can be activated or
deactivated from the sifter sub-menu. The current listpsyis:

File mail by mailing list of origin
This sifter allows the user to enter a mailing list address and folder name in which tessages
to that mailing list. The sifter autaatically avoids filtering any messages that have the user’s per-
sonal address in the “To:” or “Cc:” heagleThis is to make sure the user sees any messages sent to
him and to the mailing list.

A set of extra options allow the user to pick the seeafders to match on. The typepattern
matching can also be selected and includes exacstisndp, wild cards, and regulargnessions.

Send out-of-town notification
This sifter #ows the ser to enter the subject and text of a message to be segpanse to incom-
ing messages.

The incoming messages which it responds to are carefully pickeaidbsending messages to
mailing lists, and mailer daemons, and to avoid foajls. Specifially the message must be
addressed dictly to the user, must notatch the chacteristics for a message from a mailing list
or a mailer daemon. It will also not respond tessages originated kjft-mail  /sift-tcl ,and
will only send one copy to any given address. The last two checksaeidon ail loops.

Under the extra options, the user can specifyliies to start and stop the out of town notification.
The notification starts &fr midnight on the stadate and stops & midnight on the stogate.

Program asifter directly in Sift-Tcl
This allows the user tarogram a sifter directly in Sift-Tcl. The user should be familiar with the Tcl
language. The man page &ift-tcl describes all the mail pragging functions that are avail-
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able. The code that is entered here is put in a procedure which is paspadadiveters, the open
folder handlegfolder ) for the message toqaess ands message numbebnum). If it returns
Delete , the message will not be filed in the user’s inbox. Otherwise it will be filed insthésu
inbox.

REPORTING OPTIONS

There are three reporting options. First, it issgiie to view the plaisifting log file. It cortains an entry
for each message processed.

Second, it is possible to view a summary report of the sifting log.époetishows the number of mes-
sages filed into each folder, the nban of out-of-town eplies sent, and the nber of messages left in
the inbox. The number of days to include intigort may be specified.

The report also shows the five most common subjects of the messages filed into each folder. This makes
it possible to moitor the actvity on several mailing list just from examining the report.

Last, there is an option to have the report generated and sent as a mairmiessagmber of days to
include in the report, and the frequency of the report m apbeified.

FILE STRUCTURE IMPOSED BY SIFT-MAIL

This section describes the file structure imposesifbynail for Sift-Tcl programs. The structure is
all embedded in the Tcl program comments in a similar way that page lafpootation is erbedded in

Postscript files with EPS. Bse comments ctein lines thaseparate mjorsections, and the values of
the parameters set bift-mail. A description of the exact syntax is not ird#d hee. It is simple and
can be inferred from looking at a generated file or the comments in the source code.

The four major sections include theeanble, which contains a warning andiructions to wowl-be

direct editors of the file. Theecond section is theader and contains some initiativa code. The third
section contains a sub sectimn each sifter. The last section contains the main program that is executed
when sift-tcl starts.

By default a standard main program is created. It goes through the list of sifters that was defined in the
header and calls each one that is activeastes the folder handle and the messagéerunfithe mes-

sage to each sifter and then examines their return codes. If any one returns Delete the message code to
file the message in the inbox is not executedsiftiérsare always exedad. The default diér reads

only one messadeom the stadard input and filters that.

This main program can be substituted with one that does many other things. There are essentially no con-
straints at all. Itmight not call any of the defined sifters at all, though ingkattice sift-mail configura-

tion program and file meta-syntax gm®bably of little use and the Sift-Tcl code should just be

composed manually with a text editor.

CAVEATS

The GUI interface is not highly polished, and is likely &awé some bugs. It is probalidgst consiered
a working prototype. There is also no on-line help text invdiision.

FILES

» $HOME/ sift-tcl The default file for th&ift-Tcl configuration that is generated.

+ $HOME!/.siflog The log file that can be viewed and from whichrémorts are generated.
SEE ALSO

sift-tcl (1)
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AUTHOR

Copyright(c) 1995 by Laurence Luiblade <lg@oneworld.wa.com> and VirginiRolytechnic Irstitute
and State U niversity
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